
W
hy trees m

ake good sense.

K
eeping your house cool —

 W
hen trees

shade buildings and streets, neighborhood
tem

peratures can be 10 degrees cooler on hot
days. T

hus trees reduce air conditioning costs.
T

hen by w
inter the leaves have fallen and your

trees let the sun’s w
arm

th through.
”

Trees properly placed around buildings can
reduce air conditioning needs by 30%

.”
-U

.S. F
orest Service

Increasing property values—
 P

eople w
ill

pay m
ore for a house on a tree-lined street than

on a barren one.
”

L
andscaping, especially w

ith trees, can
increase property values as m

uch as 20
percent.”

 -M
anagem

ent Inform
ation Ser-

vices/IC
M

A

B
eautification—

 T
rees soften and enhance

the architectural features of your house w
hile

adding to the overall beauty of your property.
W

hen neighbors get together and plant trees on
their block, the entire neighborhood is im

proved.
”

Trees can be a stim
ulus to econom

ic devel-
opm

ent, attracting new
 business and tour-

ism
. C

om
m

ercial retail areas w
ith trees are

m
ore attractive to shoppers and apartm

ents
on tree-lined streets rent m

ore quickly.”
-N

ational A
rbor D

ay F
oundation

L
essening air pollution—

 T
rees purify the air

by absorbing carbon dioxide and other pollutants
produced by autom

obile exhaust. T
hey capture

rainw
ater, w

hich reduces flooding. A
lso, tree

leaves capture dust particles and m
uffle noise.

”
O

ne acre of forest absorbs six tons of
carbon dioxide and puts out four tons of
oxygen. T

his is enough to m
eet the annual

needs of 18 people.”
 -U

.S. D
epartm

ent of
A

griculture

Step 1—
 C

all the C
ity A

rborist w
ho w

ill
answ

er your questions, study your particular
needs and desires, and m

ake som
e recom

-
m

endations. F
or exam

ple, there m
ay be

certain species of trees that w
ill do better in

your particular location than others. T
his

consultation service is free to all residents
and businesses in L

ancaster.

Step 2—
 P

ick the tree of your choice. Y
ou

w
ill receive a healthy tree that has been

specially selected and professionally grow
n

for planting on city streets. T
he tree w

ill be
8 to 10-feet tall and w

ith a trunk diam
eter

larger than those available in retail stores.
P

rices ranged from
 $135 to $185 in 2004.

F
ollow

 these easy steps to get your new
 tree.

Step 3—
 C

ity w
orkers w

ill prepare a proper
site for your new

 tree. If an old stum
p or

som
e concrete sidew

alk needs to be re-
m

oved, they w
ill do it. T

here is no additional
charge for this service.

Step 4—
 A

 tree-planting crew
 from

 the
P

arks D
epartm

ent w
ill deliver and plant your

new
 tree. T

his usually involves soil prepara-
tion, m

ulching, and staking—
 w

hatever is
required to m

ake sure the tree gets off to a
perfect start in life. T

here is no additional
charge for this, either.

T
he C

ost—
 Y

ou get all this professional help
for free, plus advice on how

 to care for your
tree. W

e only ask you to cover the C
ity’s cost

for the new
 tree. If the tree dies from

 natural
causes w

ithin a year, it w
ill be replaced. It’s a

great deal!

T
he scene above is State Street, a lovely

street w
here hom

eow
ners had the foresight

to plant trees m
any years ago.
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P
la

n
t

a
 tr

e
e

.
T

he L
ancaster Shade Tree C

om
m

ission
tells you w

hy, how
, and

w
hat it w

ill cost.

W
ho is the C

ity A
rborist?

T
he C

ity A
rborist is a full-tim

e tree expert w
ho

w
orks for the B

ureau of Parks. H
e keeps an eye

on all of the trees in public places and along the
streets of L

ancaster. H
e and his crew

 plant
m

any new
 trees. If you w

ant to plant, trim
, or

rem
ove a street tree, you m

ust call him
 for a

perm
it. Y

ou can also ask for advice about
landscaping and m

aintaining healthy street trees.
Perm

its and advice are free.

W
hat is the Shade T

ree C
om

m
ission?

T
he Shade T

ree C
om

m
ission is a sm

all group of
citizens w

ho volunteer their tim
e to w

ork w
ith

the C
ity A

rborist and the B
ureau of Parks. T

he
m

em
bers are appointed by the M

ayor and C
ity

C
ouncil. T

heir prim
ary goals are to prom

ote the
healthy m

aintenance of street trees and to
encourage the planting of new

 ones.

W
e can help you im

prove your property.T
he

C
ity and the C

om
m

ission encourage individuals
and neighborhood groups to plant m

ore trees
along the streets of L

ancaster. If you don’t have
a tree in front of your house or if your tree is in
poor condition, call the C

ity A
rborist at 291-4846

and learn how
 you can im

prove your property at
very little expense.

C
ity A

rborist,  B
ureau of P

arks
420 South B

road Street
L

ancaster, PA
 17602,   P

hone 291-4846

T
his young oak w

ill soon grow
 into a w

onderful tree
that w

ill shade the house from
 the m

orning sun.
L

andscaping, especially w
ith trees, can increase

property values as m
uch as 20 percent.

P
ick the tree of your choice.

T
hese trees are purchased from

 reliable nurseries
and w

ill be resold to you w
ithout m

arkup. E
ach

species is w
ell suited to life on the streets of

L
ancaster. T

hey are hardy, resistant to disease,
and require only a norm

al am
ount of care and

m
aintenance. A

sk the C
ity A

rborist to tell you
m

ore about them
.*

R
ed M

aple
F

low
ering C

herry
O

ak
S

erviceberry
H

oney L
ocust

Stonehill P
ear

Z
elkova

G
olden R

aintree
A

sh
C

rabapple
B

lack G
um

H
aw

thorn
* T

his is only a partial list. P
lease note that trees in the first

colum
n are large and not ideal for under electric lines.

T
ree C

ity U
SA

and currently has over
6000 trees lining its streets!

L
ancaster has been nam

ed a


