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JAMES STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

The JSID area is generally defined
as Race Avenue on the west,
Chestnut Street on the south, Lime
Street on the east and the Amtrak
train/transit station and railroad
tracks on the north.

Mission Statement
The James Street Improvement District builds effective
partnerships to maintain a clean and safe environment and to
promote, plan and advocate for a growing, diverse, urban
community in Northwest Lancaster.

Contact Information

James Street Improvement District
206 West James Street

Lancaster, PA 17603
717-394-0783 Phone
717-394-0784 Fax
jsidlancaster@comcast.net
www.jsidlancaster.org

Office Hours:

Monday - Friday 8 am -5 pm
Bike Patrol Hours:
Monday - Friday 7 am - 11 pm

Saturday - Sunday 3 pm - 11 pm

To receive the JSID newsletter and periodic updates please call or e-mail Toby
Vargas with your name, company name, address, phone, fax, and e-mail address.

Lisa Riggs, Executive Director
717-394-0783
lisariggs@comcast.net

Shelby Nauman, Project Manager
717-394-1772
shelbyrnauman@comcast.net

Bike Squad
717-394-9522

Toby J. Vargas,CAP
717-394-6992
tobyvargas@comcast.net
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New Street Houses Painted

.w OF - |

LTI 111 1 A

29 W. New Street - Before

29 W. New Street - After

Hats off to the Susquehanna Valley Chapter of the Painting and Decorating
Contractors of America and to property owners on West New Street for their partici-
pation in a unique painting project. On Saturday, September 24th, 70 professional
painters volunteered their time to paint the front facades of 12 properties. In ad-
vance of the day’s event, Shelby Nauman, Project Manager at the James Street
Improvement District (JSID), met with each owner and provided a color palette of
paints. The nine-month project was a part of the EIm Street Initiative, a program of
the Commonwealth’s Department of Community and Economic Development
(DCED), administered by the JSID in cooperation with the City of Lancaster. Ben-
jamin Moore Paints and Grauer’s Decorating donated materials for the project.

State Representative Mike Sturla, Mayor Smithgall, DCED representative Jackie
Parker, JSID Board and Elm Street Advisory Council members joined the festivities
for a brief lunchtime event.

For more information on the EIm Street program, call Shelby Nauman at (717)
394-1772 or visit our weblink at www.jsidlancaster.org.

JSID’s 2004-2005 Annual Report Available and
Updated Website Now Online

In early September, the JSID released its 2004-
2005 Annual Report. The publication highlights the
significant positive activity occurring in northwest
Y Lancaster and documents the JSID’s programs over
~ the past year. For a printed copy of the report, please
contact Toby Vargas at (717) 394-6992 or by e-mail

at tobyvargas@comcast.net.

In mid-October, the JSID upgraded its website (www.jsidlancaster.org). The site
now includes a list of businesses in the District, a calendar of events and a form by
which JSID residents or property owners can report quality of life concerns. Please
e-mail us (jsidlancaster@comcast.net) or call us at (717) 394-0783 with your com-
ments on the website.

Listening to Residents

The JSID hosted two important
neighborhood meetings in the past few
months. The first, which occurred
August 3rd, focused on the impact
Clipper Magazine Stadium has had on
neighborhoods in the area. The meeting
drew more than 70 attendees, including
residents representing many parts of the
District, and several elected officials. Joe
Pinto, General Manager of the Lancaster
Barnstormers, provided information
about the stadium, the team’s event
management plan and their efforts to
respond to community needs. Lisa
Riggs, JSID Executive Director,
facilitated an hour-long session where
many questions and comments were
offered. Fireworks and parking were two
issues raised most often. Attendees
were split on the use of fireworks, with
as many requesting more fireworks
displays as those asking the team to
end them altogether. Parking issues
related primarily to the City’s on-street
regulations and enforcement capacity,
with some discussion around proposed
parking legislation. Looking ahead, the
Lancaster Barnstormers pledged to
participate in on-going discussions with
the neighborhood.

A second community meeting was
held at the end of September related to
the JSID’s EIm Street Initiative, a pro-
gram championed by the PA Dept. of
Community & Economic Development.
Continued on Page 2 - Listening
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Residents at the Aug 3rd community meeting.



Art Spreading Throughout the District

A theme of art-related activities has grown over the past few months in the
District. Atthe end of August, the developers of the boutique Lancaster Arts Hotel
broke ground. The hotel, which is scheduled to open in June 2006, is located at the
corner of Harrisburg Avenue and Mulberry Street. It will feature 47 rooms and 16
suites, and will also showcase Lancaster County artisans and artists.

The Lancaster Arts Hotel under construction.

Just one block away, at the intersec-
tion of Prince Street and Harrisburg Av-
enue, the triangular park has been
adopted and refurbished by the
Lancaster City Rotary Club. Rotary,
which is celebrating its 100th year, raised
nearly $200,000 for the upgrades which
include a baseball-themed sculpture cre-
ated by locally-based Art Research Tech-
nology. The JSID contributed to the
park’s upgrades by investing in
streetscape enhancements including a

bench and trash receptacle. .
Mayor Smithgall unveils Rotary Park sculpture.

Gallery DePaul Fine Art & Craft
opened in July at 226 North Arch Street.
It will showcase a wide range of artistic
media, from painting to photography,
sculpture to fine art craft. The gallery is
owned by Tom DePaul of DePaul Plan-
ning & Design, a commercial interior de-
sign firm. In addition to exhibitions, Gal-
lery dePaul is open Wednesday through
Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.,
as well as hours by appointment.

Show information will be available
soon on the Gallery's website
; (www.gallerydepaul.com) or by calling

Exhibit space inside Gallery DePaul. the Gallery (299-1631).

Lastly, there is a new mural in the Dis-
trict, located at Lancaster Avenue near
James Street thanks to residents Anita
Pilkerton-Plumb and Hylon Plumb, mu-
ralist Michael Hurrell and neighborhood
children. In addition to the mural, which
depicts children at play, the children also
helped to plant flowers around the bases
of trees.The JSID supported the mural
by providing funding for materials.

Listening

Continued from page 1

The JSID has hired consultants Murphy
& Dittenhafer to prepare a five-year vi-
sion and implementation plan, a require-
ment of the state grant. The Septem-
ber 27th meeting provided the consult-
ants with the critical input of residents
and small business interests.

More than 25 people participated in
the meeting, which focused on issues
such as the need for open space, en-
hanced streetscape, activities for neigh-
borhood youth and the need for addi-
tional services.

Representatives from Murphy &
Dittenhafer will be reporting back to the
community at a follow up meeting
scheduled for November 14th at 7:00
p.m. at Clipper Magazine Stadium.

Contact Shelby Nauman at (717)
394-1772 for more information.

Franklin & Marshall Fraternity
Keeps Linear Park Clean

Fraternity brothers clean-up Linear Park.

More than 20 fraternity brothers from
Phi Kappa Tau spent the last day of
September sprucing up Linear Park
between Harrisburg Avenue and Lemon
Street. Last year, the fraternity
committed to the City’s Parks
Department to spend four afternoons a
year doing maintenance and upkeep.
The fraternity will do one more clean-

up this Fall and two next Spring.

Wharton School Playground Enhancements Unveiled

Over the summer, the School District of Lancaster (SDolL) and the Wharton
School PTO invested in beautiful new playground equipment for the school. The
project also involved shifting the parking spaces closer to the school and creating
a whole new play area for the students. A second phase of the project is being
spearheaded by the JSID. Last spring, the JSID was awarded a $20,000 grant by
the Lancaster County Community Foundation to provide enhancements that will
make the school grounds accessible to the community. Working with the PTO,
the SDolL, and Wharton Principal Jackie Hair, the JSID hired local landscape
architects Derck & Edson to develop a plan for the site. The plans were
enthusiastically received by the School District’s finance committee in mid-
September and by parents of Wharton students at their Back to School night.

The first phase of improvements will include new decorative fencing along Mary
Street, including a new entrance offset with brick columns, trash receptacles and
benches. Future improvements will include expanded community garden, additional
interior fencing and a footpath. Implementation of the first phase is scheduled for
later this Fall.

DERCEKS
EDSOM. N

Site plan for Wharton School improvements prepared by Derck & Edson.

Porch Light Project Slated for Lemon/Mulberry Streets

The JSID is working with residents in the 200 and 300 blocks of W. Lemon
Street, the 300 and 400 blocks of N. Mulberry Street and the 400 block of N.
Concord Street on a pilot safety initiative adding and replacing porch lights. Similar
to lighting initiatives that have occurred on East King Street and North Lime Street,
the goal is to encourage property owners to leave their porch lights on from dusk to
dawn. The porch lights help illuminate the sidewalks and pedestrian corridors. In
many locations, light from vehicular street lamps is blocked by a tree canopy
creating a dark, uninviting sidewalk.

The JSID is developing a program that provides partial funding for specific light
fixtures and is helping to coordinate the installation of the fixtures with qualified
electricians. Property owners will be required to cover some of the cost for a
fixture upgrade or new installation.

The JSID is hoping light fixtures will be installed within the next two months. If
the program is successful, the JSID will be expanding it to other parts of the District
in 2006. For more information on the pilot light project, contact Shelby Nauman at
(717) 394-1772 or at shelbyrnauman@comcast.net.

Bike Squad Updates

Atthe end of September, the JSID Bike
Squad helped to host a bicycle derby in
conjunction with activities at the James
Street Mennonite Church. More than
20 young people participated in the
derby, each receiving a helmet and a
certificate of participation. Participants
learned valuable skills about bike safety
and it gave the children the opportunity
to interact with the bike squad in a fun
atmosphere.

Young neighbors participate in bike derby.

The JSID is proud to recognize the
contributions of one of its squad mem-
bers to the relief efforts related to Hurri-
cane Katrina. Justo Munoz, squad mem-
ber for almost a year, serves in the PA
National Guard and was deployed for
about three weeks to Louisiana. Justo’s
platoon helped in search and rescue ef-
forts, provided security and assisted in
distributing supplies. Welcome back
Justo. Job well done!

JSID Bike Ambassador Justo Munoz.
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